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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 20, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via video 

conferencing. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and 

that we please keep in mind all those who are suffering from this horrific health crisis.  

People have lost loved ones, and from the tragic economic crisis that has resulted, many of 

our neighbors are without food, and so our thoughts, hearts, and minds are with them at 

this difficult time.  If you find the generosity to share or give that would be greatly 

appreciated.  

Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 

April 20, 2020 

7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 

Arbor Day Proclamation 

Mayor Picinich read the following: 

Whereas, In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 

that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; 

 

Whereas, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of 

more than a million trees in Nebraska and is now observed throughout 

our nation and around the world; 

 

Whereas, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, 

cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, 

produce oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; 

 

Whereas, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel 

for our fires, and countless other wood products; 

 

Whereas, trees in our Village/Town increase property values, enhance the economic 

vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; 

 

Whereas, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual 

renewal, and 

 

Whereas, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco will commence restoration of the stream 

buffer along Branch Brook in Shopper’s Park this year, which will include 

the planting of trees and native plants. 

 

Now, Therefore, I, Gina D. Picinich, Mayor of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, do 

hereby proclaim Friday, April 24, 2020 as Arbor Day in the Village/Town 

of Mount Kisco and 

 

Further,  I urge all citizens to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, 

and plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this 

and future generations. 

 

Jim Gmelin, Chair of the Tree Preservation Board, began by saying that they 

were organized this year to have a super Arbor Day in Leonard Park with two dozen 

(24) trees to plant this year.  It has been delayed until the fall.  The children of the 

elementary schools in town were working on their art projects to be displayed.  He 

wanted to take the occasion to recognize some of the things that have been going on.  

The proclamation is part of us qualifying as a Tree City, USA.  You need an active tree 

preservation board, a proclamation, and you also need an active Village Management 
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that is behind the planting of trees.  He thanked Village Manager Ed Brancati and 

Assistant Village Manager Ken Famulare for being supporters of their efforts as well as 

DPW General Foreman Joe Luppino, the entire DPW team, and Superintendent of 

Recreation Joanne Aquilino for assisting.   

 

The Board thanked Jim Gmelin for all his efforts in the town and recognized him 

as a treasure and expert on trees.   He is a tremendous volunteer and asset to our 

community.    

 

 

1)     Communications: None 

2)     Petitions: None. 

3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports: None 

4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of March 

was little more than 30 million gallons, for a daily average just under a million.  This is up a 

little from the February average, but is consistent with the January average.  Byram Lake 

was at 100% capacity at both the beginning and end of the month, and the Leonard Park 

Wells were not in service throughout the month.   

 

b. Annual Storm Water Report 

The Village Manager presented the following:
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5)     Board Reports:  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that there was a joint meeting with the 

Historical Society, Conservation Advisory Council, Tree Preservation Board, Assistant Village 

Manager Ken Famulare, Trustee Grunthal, and Richard Alexander.  The point of the meeting 

was to reconnect and restate objectives and goals for our trails in town.  It was noted that 

Mr. Alexander and friends dedicated more than twenty-four (24) hours to the Early 

Settlement Trail.  Their efforts helped clear out invasive growth, tree devastated by vines, 

and removed dead brush which cleared the opening for safety and provided a showcase for 

George Washington’s rock.  The group also discussed the fine line on trails being viewed as 

parks or forest and believes the answer is somewhere in the middle.  Deputy Mayor Farber 

had put together a task force earlier this year to address the safety and maintenance of the 

trail system, unfortunately this pandemic has placed a hold on what they planned.  Deputy 

Mayor Farber continued on to say that for any birthdays coming up, the fire department is 
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doing drive-by’s to help folks celebrate and spread some love.  The fire department is 

asking people to email those requests to chiefs@kiscofire.com.   She took the time to thank 

the fire department and the Easter Bunny who drove around the neighborhoods.  She ended 

by saying that she hoped everyone stays safe and that we will get through this. 

  

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that Mount Kisco Virtual Earth Day celebration is 

on Wednesday, April 22nd at 2:00 p.m.  The virtual event will include recycled crafts, a 

cartoon, information on food scrap composting in Mount Kisco, planting seeds, and other 

ways to help the Earth.  The Mount Kisco Inter-Faith Food Pantry has made the difficult 

decision to close in-person food distribution at the pantry locations until it is safe to gather 

again.   They will be expanding home delivery services as well, please call (914) 610-5187 

for anyone who might qualify for this service.  They will be providing two (2) weeks of 

groceries every other week and for anyone who might have a food emergency.  Trustee 

Schleimer wanted to remind residents that Census 2020 is underway and you can complete 

this online or over the phone.   She went on to say that Ride Connect is continuing to 

provide rides to adults who need to get to essential appointments or essential shopping; for 

additional information or to volunteer please call Maggie Trainor at (914) 760-2779.  The 

scam of the week is a postcard coming from the National Residential Improvement 

Association addressed to residents seeking information for possible grants for their homes.  

This is not a government program and has been reported as a scam.  She also mentioned 

another scam regarding a caller looking for deposit information for your stimulus check; this 

refund will be deposited automatically with the information the IRS has in their system from 

your 2018 tax filing.  Please do not share any information with these callers.   She was 

proud of how respectful people are in these times and is pleased that our residents are 

following the rules. 

  

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that with our love of trees and a wind advisory in 

effect to make sure that you are aware of any dead or dangerous trees in the Village.  His 

car was recently totaled by a fallen tree and hopes that others are careful of where they 

park.  If you see a tree that looks like it is in danger of falling please contact the Village 

Manager’s office or DPW to take a look and get it addressed.   He also wanted to mention 

that Mount Kisco residents understand what we are being asked to do during this crisis and 

that is not the case everywhere you go.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Byram Lake Committee has received their 

annual report from our consultants and have noted that the condition of the Lake is good.  

It is one degree below a pristine lake which is always good to know.  Most of the chemicals 

that have been studied are normal but the sodium level is a matter of concern and the 

Committee will report to this Board on that subject shortly.  Trustee Grunthal continued on 

to say that the Trails Committee continues to maintain the trails and preserve trees within 

the Village.  He also wanted to mention that the Rotary was able to send a donation to the 

food pantry to continue their efforts in the community.  

  

Mayor Picinich began by providing a few updates.  In regards to Covid-19 and the 

spread of the virus; we seem to have hit a plateau and are on the decline.  This is good 

news, however, there are still more than 1,500 people who are admitted daily into the 

hospital.  Plans are being made to bring back different pieces of the economy provided that 

everyone can focus on how they reopen with precautions in place.  She encouraged 

business owners to think about how they can keep their environment safe for their 

employees and customers.   No dates have been determined for this yet and we are 

fortunate to have County Executive Latimer on that team which will relay any information to 

us as soon as it is available.  Locally in the Village we have had 158 residents test positive, 

85 of them are resolved meaning we have about 73 active cases currently.  She has been 

sharing these updates daily on our website and Facebook.  Mayor Picinich wanted to remind 

everyone that the Governor issued an Executive Order that if you are out in public and are 

unable to maintain social distance, you must wear a face covering; this is not limited to 

masks, it just has to cover your nose and mouth.   The objective is not to spread the 

disease.  The economic impact checks are being directly deposited or mailed based on your 

federal tax filing with the IRS.  There will be no phone calls coming in for any information on 

these checks.   Mayor Picinich also echoed Trustee Squirrell on trees and the process for 

removing trees.  She also let residents know that if they are without power to call  

(800) 75-CONED or (800) 752-6633.  The Village tries to stay on top of where there are 

outages to advocate for restoration, but do not know of the outages unless they are 

reported.  She also wanted to remind residents that the library has a webpage full of 

resources as well as videos that are being broadcast on our television station.  Mayor 

Picinich ended by speaking on Census 2020.  We are currently at a response rate of 51.7%, 

but need to get to 100%.  There should have been invitations received in the mail to 

participate via online or phone.  Paper questionnaires will be mailed out in the coming 

weeks.   Remember that the Census helps with future funding for the Village.   

 

6)     Old Business:  

mailto:chiefs@kiscofire.com


Village Board of Trustees Meeting April 20, 2020 6 

 

a. Adopt FY 2020-2021 Budget 

Trustee Schleimer offered the following statement,  

“In connection with the motion to adopt the budget presented March 13th, 2020, as 

amended by adjustments set forth in a memorandum, dated April 17th, 2020, both by 

Village Manager, Edward W. Brancati, I cannot offer my support to this proposed budget, as 

amended.  This budget, with the help of the department heads, was prepared prior to the 

beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic as we now know it and was based on assumptions of 

business as usual.  Certain modifications were made in a work session held early in the 

course of this crisis resulting in a reduction of anticipated revenue of $75,000.  

Our neighboring towns, Pleasantville, for example, reduced its projection of sales tax 

revenue from an initial estimate of $1.2 million down to $800,000.  Mount Kisco has not 

reduced its sales tax projections at all.  Further, Pleasantville reduced its parking meter 

revenue from $300,000 to $200,000.  Mount Kisco reduced its revenue from on and off 

street meters by $30,000.00.  Towns have gone back to their various departments and 

asked them to re-examine their budgets and remove non-essential items that had been 

originally requested.  No changes have been made to the expense side of the Mount Kisco 

budget since the original budget was presented. The Examiner reported in its April 6th 

edition that the proposed increase was 2.96%, now 2.95%, but at a time when so many 

people have lost their jobs, when businesses have been forced to close, when people do not 

have money for food, rent, real estate taxes and/or mortgages, I think this is not the time 

for such increases without further review.  Further, this Village Board also received news 

that it is anticipated that the school tax bill for Mount Kisco residents will increase 

“substantially” which follows last year’s school tax increase of 12%. 

In light of the serious hardships faced by many of our taxpayers, I think it is 

irresponsible not to have considered deferring, during this period of medical and financial 

crisis, some of the major capital projects that are included in this budget.  It has been 

pointed out that the Village Board does not have to approve them going forward, but I 

personally feel that they have no place in this budget during this unprecedented crisis.  

Should the crisis abate, projects can always be re-considered.  I know that many of my 

fellow Board Members do not feel as I do, but I wanted to share with our residents the 

reason for my vote this evening. Thank you.” 

  

Trustee Grunthal made note that he understood Trustee Schleimer’ s concerns but if 

the Board cut the projected revenue then it would be difficult to keep the tax increase down 

to the 2.91% that it is.  Trustee Grunthal noted that this motion is only for a budget, not an 

authorization to disburse.  Capital and infrastructure items will not be incurred until the 

Board has approved them individually. If revenues drop significantly, the Board can delay 

several expenses.  These include nearly $400,000 for paving, although, obviously we don’t 

want to defer this unless necessary. We can also defer mayor expenses on the Streetscape 

if we have to, repairs to the tennis courts, new playground equipment, repairs to Village Hall 

and other items.  Additionally, if we have to reduce our general fund balance by as much as 

$1M we would still have a funding ration over 20%, one of the best in the Country.  So we 

can stand revenue losses of up to $2M or $3M and still not be in trouble.  The Board would 

have to be definitive on deferring some of the capital projects so rather than increase the 

taxes, it would be more appropriate to defer certain expenses as they come up.   

 

Mayor Picinich made note that the budget is a projection, but is not set in stone.  If 

in the future, if necessary, the Village can choose to reduce or delay capital projects.  Mayor 

Picinich continued on to say that the debt, some of which may be assumed this year, but 

will not require a payment until the 2021-2022 budget and other debt will not be assumed 

in the upcoming year at all, but rather will be assumed in the following years.  It is 

important not to speak in grand generalizations and it is also important to look at the 

numbers and identify where and what you want to cut and to not do that is irresponsible.  If 

there are recommendations to make reductions, those need to be identified in the process.   

  

Trustee Squirrell noted that the Board has had this working, living document for 

weeks and at no point did any of the members of the Board ever mention or offer any 

alternatives that are not already reflected in the current budget during any of the work 

sessions that had been scheduled throughout the last month or so.   He continued on to say 

that the budget is not a mandate, it is a document that allows the Board to do a lot of 

things, but also allows them to use their discretion when needed.  Trustee Squirrell also 

stated that the fiscal year starts in June and so understanding the current situation is one 

thing, but the hope is that things will change, and like previously stated, the budget is not a 

mandate or set in stone and we can exercise our discretion at any time.  

  

Mr. Brancati wanted to clarify that the tax rate, adjusted due to a final adjustment in 

the taxable valuation from the Assessor, is 2.9493%.  He continued on to say that he and 

the Village Treasurer have always budgeted very conservatively and in a fiscally responsible 

manner.   Mr. Brancati stated that with respect to the sales tax number, we didn’t decrease 

the sales tax number because we never budgeted the 1% increase in the sales tax that was 

authorized by the State Legislature last year after the Village adopted its current budget 
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(that increase was expected to bring in an additional $550,000 in sales tax revenue to the 

Village), nor did we plan to budget for that revenue this year initially because it had to be 

reauthorized and then due to the current outbreak; it is not budgeted for here so we are not 

assuming that we will receive that money.  If we had budgeted those funds from the 1% 

increase as some other communities did, then certainly we would be reducing those 

projections, but we did not.  Further, we have reviewed our sales tax projection for this 

budget year with County budget officials within the past two weeks, during the current 

outbreak, and our projections are far more conservative than the County.  Mr. Brancati also 

stated that he and the Village Treasurer had also reduced interest earnings in response to 

falling interest rates to account for the current crisis in addition to the reductions in revenue 

projections made by the Village Board.  He believes that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

has one of the most conservative budgets in the County.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

adopt the Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Opposed 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

7)     New Business: 

a. Schedule Public Hearing for Proposed Amendment to Chapter 66 of Local 

Law for May 18, 2020 at 7pm. 

Mr. Brancati made note that the proposed amendment is to ensure that the Village 

Code includes the latest amendments made to the flood maps by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA).  Overall, these changes reduce the impacted areas so that 

some residents and property owners that were required to have flood insurance and subject 

to various regulations, may no longer be subject to those requirements if they now fall 

outside of the flood area on the revised maps.  

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to schedule the following public hearing:  

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Please take notice that the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

scheduled a public hearing on Monday May 18, 2020 at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter as 

possible in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room in Village Hall; 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, 

New York to discuss the proposed amendment of Chapter 66 - Flood Damage Prevention of 

the Code of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.  

 

By Order of the Mayor Picinich and Board of Trustees 

Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

 

  All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Discussion re: County Taxes and Penalties 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Westchester County Board of Legislators has 

adopted a new law to provide some level of relief for property owners who would have 

difficulty paying by their County taxes by April 30, 2020.  The legislation includes reducing 

penalties to .5% for any payment received during the month of May and 1% for any 

payment received from June 1, 2020 to July 15, 2020 instead of the normal 2% and 5% 

respectively.  This means that a property with a $2,000 County tax bill would pay a $10.00 

penalty if paid from May 1, 2020 to May 31, 2020 and $20.00 if paid from June 1, 2020 to 

July 15, 2020.  Penalties revert to the standard schedule for any county tax payment made 

after July 15, 2020. 

 

There was a large discussion amongst the Board on whether it would make sense to 

accept this reduction and what the financial impacts would be from permitting this reduction 

in penalties on County tax payments.   
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A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to opt-out of the County legislation enabling reduced penalties for County tax payments; all 

in favor: 

 

Motion Defeated  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Opposed 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber  Opposed 

Trustee David Squirrell Opposed 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Opposed 

 

 

c. Resolution to authorize the Village Manger to execute the Inter-Municipal 

Agreement (IMA) with Westchester County for the provision of radios for 

first responders with approval of the Village Attorney 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded Trustee Grunthal to 

authorize the Village Manager to execute the County IMA for first responder radios for the 

Village of Mount Kisco; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

8)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

pay the bills as submitted on April 16, 2020 for the months of March and April 2020 as 

follows:  

General Fund     $ 114,403.57 

Water Fund     $   78,950,68 

  Sewer Fund     $   32,368.69 

  Library Fund     $        419.54 

  Capital Fund     $ 110,208.54 

  Trust Fund     $     3,840.50 

     TOTAL   $  340,191.52 

 

All in favor:  

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

9)     Minutes:  

 

a. VB Minutes – 4.6.2020 

A motion was made Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

accept the minutes for April 6, 2020 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board a motion was made by 

Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to go into Executive Session to 

discuss a particular employee and current litigation, all in favor: 

 

 

Motion Adopted  
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   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 

 


